
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

1--
~s
r&n~~~

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

1 0 AUG 1993
IN REPj.Y REFER TO:

7310-15

Honorable John H. Chafee
United States Senate
567 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-3902

Dear Senator Chafee:
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This is in response to your letter dated July 19, 1993, expressing concern
that manufacturers and users of Part 15 devices operating in the 902-928 MHz
band will be adversely affected by proposed changes in FCC Rules. I would
like to assure you that we have not proposed changing Part 15 of our Rules to
require that these users modify their equipment or relocate their operations
to another frequency band ..

The 902-928 MHz band is shared by various user groups. In order to
effectively manage the shared use of this spectrum, priorities for access to
this band have been established among these groups. Users with lower priority
must accept interference from and may not cause interference to users that
have a higher priority. The 902-928 MHz band is primarily allocated for use
by the Federal Government for Radiolocation, Fixed and Mobile services; these
Federal Government users must, however, accept interference from Industrial,
Scientific, and Medical (ISM) devices. Following both the Federal Government
and ISM devices on the priority scale are Automatic Vehicle Monitoring (AVM)
systems. Next are Amateur radio operators and finally, Part 15 usersthat.are
eligible to operate in this band. Because they have the lowest priority, Part
15 users must accept interference from and are not permitted to cause
interference to any of the other users in this band. The order of priorities
for users of this band has been in effect for nearly 20 years.

The FCC has an ongoing rule making proceeding proposing certain changes to
rules pertaining to AVM systems operating in this band. See, Notice of
Proposed Rule Making, PR Docket 93-61, 8 FCC Rcd 2502 (1993). Uses for AVM
systems include locating and tracking fleets of vehicles, locating stolen
vehicles, alerting authorities to emergencies, automated toll collection, and
freight tracking. Currently, such systems are licensed in the 904-912 and
918-926 MHz subbands. In PR Docket 93-61 we propose that such systems be
licensed throughout the entire 902-928 MHz band and that they be permitted to
locate persons as well as vehicles. We also recognize the difficulty various
users, including your constituent, may have in sharing this band and have
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therefore requested comment on ways that sharing may be more easily
facilitated. We are not, however, proposing any changes in the status of or
restrictions on the use of Part 15 devices in this band at this time.

I thank you for your interest in this matter. I trust this is responsive to
your concerns.

'ncerely,

~.II&k.
. Haller
PRB
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1-800-662-6188

Mr. James H. Quello
Acting Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Quello:

I am writing with regard to Part 90 of the Commission's
Rules to Adopt Regulation for Automatic Vehicle Monitoring
Systems (Pr Docket No. 93-61 RM-8013).

The President of a company in my home state of Rhode Island
that has developed two "Spread Spectrum" products since tl}e FCC
approved the allocation of the 902 Mhz, 2.4 GHz, and 5.7 Ghz
bands in the 1980s wrote to me recently to express his grave
concern about, and deep opposition to, these proposed rules.

Comtec Information Systems, Inc., of Cumberland, Rhode
Island, has sold 4000 units of its products to a customer base of
approximately five users at locations across the country.
According to company President Alfred J. Petteruti, enactment of
these proposed rules would force Comtec to move current products
and new development to another band or to redesign specifications
within allocated bands.

Mr. Petteruti believes these changes would lead to
disruption within the 902 Mhz band, and thereby curtail
investment in wireless technology. Furthermore, Mr. Petteruti
believes a change in the 902 - 928 Mhz band could undermine user
confidence in the wireless voice and data industry, and deal a
severe blow to U.S. leadership in this area.

I would ask that you give every consideration to Mr.
Petturuti's concerns as the Commission examines these proposed
rules.

Sincerely,

JHC/jeb
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(.]-Oh~ H. Chafee G
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